
Do you love Jesus and want to tell kids about him? 

Do you remember the Sunday School teacher or youth 
leader who helped you follow Jesus? 

We are looking for servants who want to step up and help 

kids follow Jesus. The place to do this is in Kidz Konnection. 

This is the number one way we help our kids at Christ 

Church. It happens weekly during the 10:45 Worship service. 

Invest in kids and leave a lasting legacy.  

Are you in? 

Talk to us... 

by calling the church office at 833-6398 or emailing 

rfoland@eriechrist.org. 

HolyThursday  
Holy Thursday commemorates the last Supper of 

Jesus with his disciples. We will worship and remember 

this occasion on Thursday, April 1st at 7:00 pm.  

2615 West 32nd Street, Erie, PA  16506    (814)833-6398, office@eriechrist.org 
Www.eriechrist.org  Facebook: Christ United Methodist Church Erie 

Christ Church Exists… 

To love God and make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 

To the glory of God we are 
called to become just like Jesus 
through a passionate God 
connection which fuels  
compassionate human  
connection. 

The core values guiding our 
mission include… 

Radical Hospitality 

Passionate Worship 

Intentional Faith Development 

Risk-Taking Connection and 

       Service 

Extravagant Generosity 

 
 
__________________________ 
 
 
 

If you are worshipping on  
Facebook and would like a   
Worship Folder, including  

inserts, please email 
rfoland@eriechrist.org. 

Inviting all Children from Kindergarten through 6th Grade to 

Kidz Konnection during the 10:45 Worship service. 

Bible Stories, Games, Crafts 

We look forward to seeing you!  If you have any questions, 

please call the church office at 833-6398. 

KIDZ  KONNECTION 

mailto:rfoland@eriechrist.org?subject=Kidz%20Konnection


A Most Important Sermon 

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, 

rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

-- John 7:37c-38 

One of my “go-to” sermon illustrations is about General William Booth, founder of the Salvation 

Army. As the story goes, the aging Booth was scheduled to address a large gathering of 

Salvationists. On the morning he was to deliver his sermon, he was struck with laryngitis. The old 

man sent a substitute. The young officer was handed an envelope with Booth’s manuscript. The 

general instructed him to carefully read the sermon to the congregation; to not take liberty to add 

to it or subtract from it. Booth instructed the young man to tell the people that he had prayed long 

and hard about what he should say to them. Tell them this is one of the most important sermons 

they will ever hear, said the general… 

With this introduction, the crowd quieted and prepared to be challenged and inspired. The young 

man opened the envelope. He pulled out a single folded piece of paper. The substitute unfolded 

the manuscript and prepared to deliver the great man’s inspired words. On the paper was a single 

word from General Booth’s now shaky hand. It was a sermon of one word: OTHERS! 

Certainly, the story captures a core value that United Methodists share with our Salvationist sib-

lings in the family of John Wesley. We are called to be for others, to love them and serve them 

and lead them to Christ, and to help them develop as disciples of Jesus. We are to have an 

“others focus” in our life and ministry. And yet, we cannot maintain an others focus without first 

focusing on God. If we are not continually drawing from the deep wells of living water, our soul 

will soon go dry and our ministries will die. 

General Booth was once mentoring a group of Salvation Army leaders. He said, “Take time to 

pray God’s blessing down on your soul every day. If you do not, you will lose God…I am a very 

busy man, but I take the time to get alone with God every day…” 

-- Dennis Swineford 

*** 

“God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was God saying to 

the world, 'I love you.' 

-- Billy Graham 

“Here is the amazing thing about Easter; the Resurrection Sunday for Christians is this, that 

Christ in the dying moments on the cross gives us the greatest illustration of forgiveness 

possible.” 

-- T. D. Jakes 

“We are told to let our light shine, and if it does, we won't need to tell anybody it does. 

Lighthouses don't fire cannons to call attention to their shining - they just shine.” 

-- Dwight L. Moody 

 



 

PRESCHOOL  NEWS 

Thank you for ordering your Romolo’s Easter Candy through the 

Preschool. We raised over $1,000 for the Preschool. Your support of 

this ministry is greatly appreciated. 

 

Don’t forget that the five Below fundraiser is currently running until 

April 3rd. Just take the insert from the Worship folder when you go 

shopping and the Preschool will receive 10% of your purchase price. 

Visit the web page at 

www.eriechrist.org 

To see how much fun 

we have in preschool. 

Can you believe it’s April already? Praise God for 

Spring!!! 

We are very busy preparing for our annual Family Fun 

Night on May the 4th. Everyone is welcome to attend this 

fun-filled evening, full of music, finger plays, an art show 

The 2021-2022 Program Guides are available.  

If you know of anyone looking for a preschool, 

please pick one up.   

Registrations continue to come in for the fall.  

If you would like to schedule a private tour of our 

campus please call the 

Preschool office at 838-8918. 

April 11th, 2 pm: Fellowship Hall. 

April 25th, 2 pm: Fellowship Hall. 

Come join other local students as we seek to FIND the PATH that God has for us!  

814 Pathfinders meets two Sundays a month for about 2 hours to play games, study the Bible, and 

pray 

together. We are open to all students currently in grades 7th-12th (as of September 1st). We ex-

plore topics such as what does biblical friendship look like?; what does grace really mean?; and so 

much more. We also have fun together by going to places such as Vertical Jump Trampoline Park, 

PlayPort Arcade, and Mount Pleasant of Edinboro for our annual snow tubing event! We’d love for 

you to join us as we seek the Lord together.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions! 

 
~ Jessica Segal, 

814 Pathfinders Coordinator 
    814Pathfinders@eriechrist.org. 
 

NOTICE: Due to current COVID-19 restrictions, our 

regular meetings look a little different from normal and we 

are meeting at a different time than usual. Please contact me 

814 PATHFINDERS 

814 PathFinders is looking for 

more servants to help in the 

leadership of the team.  If you 

feel called to serve in this ca-

pacity, please email Jessica 

Segal at 

814Pathfind-

ers@eriechrist.org. 

Where it’s FUN to 

LEARN! 

   Vacation Bible School           
   August 2—August 6!! 

mailto:814pathfinders@eriechrist.org
mailto:814pathfinders@eriechrist.org?subject=Leadership%20Help
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 Decisions Matter  

Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the little decisions you and I make 

every day are of such infinite importance. The smallest good act today is the capture of a strategic 

point from which, a few months later, you may be able to go on to victories you never dreamed of. 

An apparently trivial indulgence in lust or anger today is the loss of a ridge or railway line or  

bridgehead from which the enemy may launch an attack otherwise impossible. 

-- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

*** 

“Your children will become what you are, so be what you want them to be.”  

-- David Bly  

Christ Risen and Realized  

Author George Thompson tells of a Jewish rabbi’s appeal to Christians during the tumultuous 

1930s. On Easter Eve, the rabbi wrote in a newspaper: “I challenge the Christian world to 

measure itself by the standards of Christ. As long as any group is judged by its creed or color 

or country in place of its character, Christianity is a sacrilege rather than sanctity. To this end, 

I summon Christians everywhere to make this Easter to signify Christ realized and not merely 

Christ risen.”  



2021 Trustees 

Trustee Chair:      Doug Tomlinson 

Class of 2021 Trustees:     Don Twigg, Jim Segal, Jane McCartney 

Class of 2022 Trustees:   Doug Tomlinson, Don Thompson, Delores DeMichelle 

Class of 2023 Trustees:   Harold Yannayon, Tony Sweeney, Larry Ruelman 

Ex-Officio:     Pastor, Custodian 

 

2021 Staff-Parish Relations Team 

     Staff-Parish Team Chair:    Connie Segal  

     Lay Member to Annual Conference David Way 

     Lay Leader:      Harold Yannayon 

     Class of 2021:      Connie Segal  

     Class of 2022:    Laura Dahl, Shannon Totleben 

     Class of 2023:    Keith Gilbert 

     Ex-Officio:    Pastor, All Paid Staff 

 

2021 Conference Representatives 

   District Conference Representative Tod Eagleton 

   Lay Member to Annual Conference David Way 

 

2021 Church Council 

Lay Leader:       Harold Yannayon 

Council Team Leader:     Denny Morell  

Recording Secretary:     Tammy Young 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: David Way 

Minister of Radical Hospitality:  Sandi McIntire 

Minister of Passionate Worship:  Tracy Emke 

Minister of Intentional Discipleship: Patty Tauber  

Minister of Connection and Service: Donna Eagleton  

Minister of Extravagant Generosity: Michael Miller  

SPRT Chair:   Connie Segal  

Trustee Chair:   Doug Tomlinson 

Preschool Director:  Laural Crawford 

814Pathfinders:  Jessica Segal 



Expanding Our View of Service  

We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 25: supplying food and clothing; caring for the sick, 

incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society — serving Jesus in the process. But 

we also can serve him with our unique talents and by doing things we love. For example, Ged 

King, a barber in England, devotes some of his time off to giving homeless people free haircuts. 

Imagine  Jesus saying, “For my hair was long and scraggly, and you cut it” — or “My heart was 

lonely, and you played music to lift my spirits. I could no longer read small print, and you read to 

me. I have to work two jobs, and you invited my child to spend afternoons crafting with you. My 

car broke down, and you repaired it.” Then the King will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father … whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV; emphasis added).  

 

Why We Need Easter  

No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment  — even God was not exempt. Jesus offered 

no immunity, no way out of the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the other side. Just as 

Good Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this life is supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday 

followed with its startling clue to the riddle of the universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light 

shone. … 

The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter 

is required, a bright clue that someday God will restore all physical reality to its proper place. 

-- Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God 

Set Free 

“Christ’s death becomes the rod, the cudgel that breaks the necks of the fears that are the 

enemies of my peace; his Word becomes the staff by which he holds on to me and rescues me 

from danger.” 

-- Sinclair B. Ferguson, Deserted By God?  

*** 

“We have not the reason to despair, quite simply because Christ has risen.” 

-- Richard John Neuhaus  



A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

Gloria Love  April 3 
Carol Eckert  April 5 
Linda Getz  April 6 
Brooklyn Hayes  April 8 
Janey Morell  April 10 
Kevin Dahl  April 11 
Andrea Wells  April 11 
Robert Heeter  April 15 
Norma Knepp  April 16 
Audrey Evans  April 23 
Evan Spagel  April 27 
 

A VERY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
 

Harold & Louise Yannayon April 7 
Jim & Connie Segal  April 22 
 

 

 

 

If your team/group has something 

new coming up or would like to 

share pictures or news about 

something they recently did, please 

submit it to the office.  The next 

deadline for Echoes submissions is 

1:00 pm Friday, April 23rd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1 Luke 22:7-20 
April 2 Mark 15:33-39 
April 3 Luke 23:50-56  

April 4 John 20:1-8 
April 5 Romans 10:8-13 
April 6 John 11:25 
April 7 1 Peter 1:3 
April 8 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
April 9 1 Corinthians 15:9-15 
April 10 1 Corinthians 15:16-22 

April 11 1 Corinthians 15:23-28 
April 12 1 Corinthians 15:29-34 
April 13 1 Coriinthians 15:35-44 
April 14 1 Corinthians 15:45-49 
April 15 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

April 16  Romans 14:7-9 
April 17  Luke 24:13-24 

April 18  Luke 24:25-35 
April 19  Luke 24:36-43 
April 20  Luke 24:44-49 
April 21  1 Corinthians 6:12-17 
April 22  2 Timothy 2:1-13 
April 23  Acts 1:1-3 
April 24  1 Peter 1:17-21 

April 25  Revelation 1:12-18 
April 26  Mark 16:9-20 
April 27  Luke 24:50-53 
April 28  Acts 1:4-11 
April 29  Matthew 28:16-20 
April 30  Revelation 22:17-21 

Our records may not be 
complete, please call the 
church office @ 833-6398 
if you know of someone 
that has been omitted in 

the Birthday or Anniversary 
lists.  Thank you!! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 
 

1 
12:00 pm Toast-
masters: FH 
6:30 pm Backpacks: 
YW 
7:00 pm Ladies' SG:  
YW  

2 
9:00 pm NA: FH 

3 
Day of Prayer 
9:30 am Ladies' 
SG:  MR 

4 
Easter Sunday 

5 
Office Closed 

6 
7:00 pm NA: FH 

7 
6:00 pm Scouts: FH 
8:00 pm NA: FH 

8 
6:30 pm Backpacks: 
YW 
7:00 pm Ladies' SG:  
YW 
  

9                                                                                                                             
9:00 pm NA: FH 

10 

11 
2:00 pm  814 
Pathfinders: FH 

12 
7:00 pm Church 
Council: FH 

13 
7:00 pm NA: FH 

14 
6:00 pm Scouts: FH 
8:00 pm NA: FH 

15 
12:00 pm Toast-
masters: FH 
6:30 pm Backpacks: 
YW 
7:00 pm Ladies' SG:  
YW  

16 
9:00 pm NA: FH 

17 
9:30 am Ladies' 
SG:  MR 
814 Pathfinders 
@ SPARK 

18 19 
 

20 
7:00 pm NA: FH 

21 
6:00 pm Scouts: FH 
8:00 pm NA: FH 

22 
6:30 pm Backpacks: 
YW 
7:00 pm Ladies' SG:  
YW 

23 
1:00 pm Echoes 
Deadline 
9:00 pm NA: FH 

24 

25 
2:00 pm  814 
Pathfinders: FH 

26 27 
7:00 pm NA: FH 

28 
6:00 pm Scouts: FH 
8:00 pm NA: FH 

29 
12:00 pm Toast-
masters: FH 
6:30 pm Backpacks: 
YW 
7:00 pm Ladies' SG:  
YW 

30 
9:00 pm NA: FH 

 

SG Small Group 

NA Narcotics Anonymous 

FH  Fellowship Hall

MR Music Room 

YW Youth Wing



Naked Fear 

Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young 

men laid hold of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked. 

-- Mark 14:51-52 

The above passage is from Mark’s account of the betrayal and arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane. None of the 

other accounts include it, leading some Bible scholars to believe that the young man mentioned is Mark 

himself. In Jewish culture being naked would have been considered a mark of shame (no pun intended). 

So, whether it is Mark or not, the fact that we are blatantly informed of his nudity is significant. 

The young man is still following Jesus after the other disciples have fled (verse 50) but he is discovered and 

they grab him. He breaks free and flees leaving behind the cloth he had been wearing. Being naked is 

shameful but he flees naked. Could he have been so afraid that he didn’t care about the shame of his     

uncovered body? Very probably; blind terror or naked fear, if you like, could have gripped him and off he 

ran oblivious to anything but fear. It is quite possible. 

Have you ever been gripped by fear? I don’t mean the quick shock where you walk into a room and some-

one startles you. I mean gut wrenching, stomach churning fear. I’ve been in court several times, for custody 

battles, and every time there is this gut wrenching fear that someone, who doesn ’t know you from Adam, is 

going to take your kids away. It’s almost palpable. You can feel it squeezing your heart. It isn’t pleasant. 

Fortunately we don’t need to fear. In fact, we are told not to somewhere in the neighborhood of one       

hundred and thirty times in the Bible. (Yes, I know that the movie “Facing the Giants” puts the number at 

around 365, but I could only verify the smaller number.) 

However, it doesn’t matter if God tells us something once or a thousand 

times, all that matters is that he said it. 

‘Fear not, for I am with you; 

Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you, 

Yes, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’ 

-- Isaiah 41:10 

I would like to point out that in the above verse from Isaiah that the Lord 

doesn’t promise that the outcome will be what you want. He only     

promises to strengthen, help and uphold you, no matter what. So, do not 

be afraid. 

The next time you begin to feel that naked fear taking hold of you don’t 

shrug off your cloth and run away. Instead, drop to your knees and place 

that fear squarely at the foot of the cross. Give it to Jesus and find 

peace. 

At this time, when we commemorate Christ’s betrayal, death, burial and resurrection let’s throw off fear   

instead of our garments. The disciples lived in fear from the moment they fled the Garden until the          

resurrected Lord presented himself to them and took their fear away. Let him take yours, too. 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 

-- II Timothy 1:7 



2615 West 32nd Street 

Erie, PA 16506 

Place 

Postage 

Here 

Our Vision at Christ Church 

“To the glory of God we are called to become just like Jesus through a passionate God connection 

that fuels compassionate human connection.” 


